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clear forensics capabilities so that we can
identify the sources of smuggled nuclear ma-
terials. Soon, more than 20 additional coun-
tries in Europe and central Asia will be join-
ing us in these common endeavors.

This year, we’ll be taking on another global
challenge: the spread of infectious disease.
Many people believe this will be one of the
most serious problems of the 21st century.
I will press here for an agreement to develop
together a global disease surveillance net-
work to provide early warning of outbreaks
so that we can respond quickly and effec-
tively, to coordinate that response so that we
get the right medicines where they’re needed
as fast as possible, and to strengthen our pub-
lic health systems, especially those in the de-
veloping world. I will also urge my fellow
leaders to join America in a vigorous search
for an HIV/AIDS vaccine, as I called for at
Morgan State University in Maryland last
month.

Together, the meeting of the eight is part
of the larger effort we’re making to organize
the world to deal with the global challenges
in the century ahead. We know that if we
pool our strength, our experience, and our
ideas, we stand a far better chance of success.
And for American families, that will mean
greater prosperity, greater peace, and greater
security for our children.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:30 p.m. on
June 20 at the press filing center in Denver, CO,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 21.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom in
Denver
June 21, 1997

Bombing in Northern Ireland
Q. [Inaudible]—reaction to the bombing

today, especially after you offered Sinn Fein
a place at the table?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, obviously,
this is another appalling terrorist act, and it
simply underlines the need for peace and to
move this process forward, and that the
longer we go on with these acts of terrorism,
the less prospect there is of doing what every-

one in Northern Ireland wants to happen,
which is to get a lasting political settlement
based on democratic and nonviolent means.
And what is essential is for Sinn Fein and
everyone else to realize that if they want to
be part of that process, they have got to en-
gage in purely democratic means. Now, that
has been clear all the way through, it is clear
now, and it is not right to make the people
of Northern Ireland wait any longer for the
lasting political settlement they want to
achieve.

Q. Mr. President, do you have a reaction?
Q. Do you have any specific information—

you say it was an act of terrorism—specific
information on who caused it?

President Clinton. Let me answer your
question first. First of all, you know this is
something that I attach great importance to,
and I have been very encouraged by the ap-
proach that Prime Minister Blair has made.
We have supported consistently the efforts
of the British and the Irish Governments to
bring peace.

I was appalled at the murders of the two
officers just a few days ago. I deplore this
act today. But I, frankly, think now the ball
is in Sinn Fein’s court. We all have to decide
now, everybody has decisions to make in life
and their decision is: Are they going to be
part of this peace process, or not? And so
I hope the answer will be yes.

I know what the people want. Just before
I came out here I had two schoolteachers
from Northern Ireland, one Catholic, one
Protestant, who had received awards for
working for peace. That’s what the people
want. That’s the human face of this. And I
think the politicians need to get in gear and
give the people the peace they want.

Prime Minister Blair. What we are
doing——

Q. Can you confirm that a place was of-
fered——

Prime Minister Blair. Michael [Michael
Brunson, Independent Television News], let
me just say to you that what we’re doing and
what we have been doing as a government
is simply to try and give expression to the
will of the overwhelming majority of people
in Northern Ireland who want a decent, last-
ing, peaceful settlement to the problems
there. And that chance is there, and we can
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do it. And I think enormous good will exists.
It exists here in America, with the Irish Gov-
ernment, the British Government—enor-
mous goodwill exists. And now it is for those
people who have been holding up this proc-
ess to come in and make sure that we get
that lasting settlement the people want.

Thank you very much.
President Clinton. We’ve got to go back

to work.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:44 a.m. at the
Denver Public Library. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to schoolteachers Gary Trew and
Seamus McNeill. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks at the Presentation of the
Final Communique of the Summit of
the Eight in Denver
June 22, 1997

As I begin, I would like to thank the city
of Denver and the people of Colorado for
the wonderful work they did to make us feel
welcome here. I thank the people who
worked on behalf of the United States to put
this together, Harold Ickes, Deb Willhite,
and our whole team. And most of all, I want
to thank my colleagues for their hard work
and for the spirit of cooperation that pre-
vailed here in Denver.

We’ve agreed on new steps to organize our
nations to lay a strong foundation in the 21st
century, to prepare our people and our
economies for the global marketplace, to
meet new transnational threats to our secu-
rity, to integrate new partners into the com-
munity of free-market democracies.

Russia’s role here at the summit reflects
the great strides that Russia has made in its
historic transformation. We look forward to
Russia’s continued leadership and participa-
tion, and we thank President Yeltsin for all
he has done.

On behalf of my colleagues, I’d like to
summarize several key points in our commu-
nique. First, as leaders of the world’s major
industrial democracies, we feel a special re-
sponsibility to work together, to seize the op-
portunities and meet the challenges of the
global economy, and to ensure opportunity
for all segments of our societies.

We explored what we can do to create
more jobs for our people, and we look for-
ward to the conferences on employment in
Japan this fall and the United Kingdom early
next year. We believe we have much to learn
from each other. We also discussed the chal-
lenges our nations face as our populations
grow older and how we can keep our senior
citizens living productive lives well into their
later years.

Globalization brings with it problems none
of us can conquer alone. This year we intensi-
fied our common efforts to meet new
transnational threats, like environmental deg-
radation, terrorism, drugs, crime, and infec-
tious disease.

We are also determined to do our part to
protect our environment for future genera-
tions. Among other measures, we recommit-
ted ourselves to the principles of the Rio
Summit. We intend to reach an agreement
in Kyoto to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
to respond to the problem of global warming.
We discussed how best to protect the Earth’s
forests, and oceans, and we are clearly com-
mitted to doing that together as well.

Last year, we adopted an ambitious agenda
to fight crime and terrorism. Since then, we
have taken concrete steps from improving
airline security to denying safe haven for
criminals. This year, we’ll make special effort
to fight high-tech crimes such as those involv-
ing computer and telecommunications tech-
nology.

We’ve also made important progress in
promoting nuclear safety and security, par-
ticularly in combating nuclear smuggling and
in managing the growing stockpiles of pluto-
nium from dismantled nuclear warheads.

We launched a new effort to stem the
spread of infectious diseases. In the coming
year, we’ll be working together to improve
global surveillance to provide early warning,
to better coordinate our responses and to
strengthen public health systems, especially
in the developing world. We’ve also pledged
to accelerate our efforts to develop an HIV/
AIDS vaccine.

As we move forward with the integration
of new democracies and market economies,
we’re determined that no part of the world
will be left behind. We agreed upon a pack-
age of political and economic measures to
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